
Ms. Fry’s Terrific Third Graders 
Brookside Elementary School    Friday, August 22, 2014 

 
Hello everyone and welcome to our first classroom newsletter!  You will find the 
newsletter in the Friday Folder every week.  Be sure to read the front of the 
Friday Folder for more information about how those work.  Our classroom 
newsletter will have important information about what is going on in our 
classroom, including reminders about upcoming events and due dates.  Sometimes 
the newsletter will need to be signed, and sometimes there will be a secret 
password for students to share with me on Monday morning.  Happy reading J. 
 
Here’s what we learned this week… 
In math, we are studying perimeter and learning how to add up the sides of a 
shape to get our perimeter.  Students have created perimeters for an animal at 
the zoo, wrote their names in bubble letters and determined their own 
perimeters, created polygons out of play-doh and measured the side lengths 
before figuring the perimeter, and much more.  In reading, students are reading 
Rainbow Fish and discussing thick and thin questions, character traits, and story 
elements.  We are also learning the 7 Habits.  This week we focused on Habits 
#1-4: Be Proactive, Begin with the End in Mind, Put First Things First, and Think 
Win-Win.  There is a 7 Habits Parent Handbook included in the Friday Folder, so 
you can see what we’re learning about at BES.  In writing, we worked on 
brainstorming lists and writing a paragraph with a topic sentence, three 
supporting details, and a closing sentence. 
 
We are working on establishing our classroom routines this week.  I want you 
all to be aware of my expectations for students’ behavior.  In the hallway, I 

expect students to walk on the second block, be single-file, and no talking.  These are school-wide expectations.  
I have many students who don’t follow these expectations like they should. During work time in the classroom, my 
expectation is that all students are trying their best, following directions, listening to instruction, and working 
hard on their assignments.  Again, I have many students who are struggling with this, especially with following 
directions and listening to instruction.  We are not able to have our best learning environment unless everyone is 
meeting my expectations.  Please talk to your child and see if they know how they’re supposed to act when in 
the hallway and during instructional time.  Thank you so much for your support from home to make our classroom 
the best it can be. 
 
Homework Reminders:  So far we have had three homework assignments due – the parent letter needed to be 
signed, students needed to finish their top ten list, and students needed to finish the perimeters of their names.  
We are not doing a good job as a class of getting homework turned in the day it is due.  Students will receive a 
“Homework Accountability Slip” when an assignment is late.  These need to be signed by the student and the 
parent/guardian before the work will be accepted.  Please make sure your child is doing their homework when it 
is assigned.  This helps them stay caught up with the rest of the class and 
not fall behind. 
 
We are starting Spelling next week!  Students will have 16 words and 4 
tasks to complete with their words.  We are starting the year with words 
from the third grade Sitton word list.  These are “no excuses” words that 
students should know how to spell by the end of third grade.  Doing one task 
each night will help students learn their words so they are able to get a 4 on 
their test.  Spelling homework is due on Friday each week. Their test is on 
Friday.  NO LATE WORK is accepted for spelling, since it doesn’t make sense 
to study the words after the test is given.  So, “Put First Things First” and 
make sure the homework is completed by the Friday due date.  
 

Have a wonderful weekend, and I’ll see all my students on Monday! 

Important Dates: 
Friday, August 29th – 
Animal Piggy Banks with 5 
facts about the animal, 

paragraph, and $25 is due!  
Remember, students should 

have been working all 
summer on this assignment.  
We are planning our Carter 

Caves trip now and will 
probably go on the trip in 
early October.  Banks and 
money can be turned in any 

time next week! 
 

Monday, September 1st – 
Labor Day, NO SCHOOL! 

 
Reminders: 

$8 for National Geographic 
Explorer, Time for Kids, and 
tie-dying supplies was due 

last week.  Please send this 
in next week if you haven’t 

already done so. 

Leader of the Week 
Next week I will announce our 
first Leader of the Week – the 
student in our class who has 
been a great leader to their 
peers.  Leaders model great 

behavior, are friendly to 
everyone, and always try their 
best.  I can’t wait to tell you 
who our first Leader of the 

Week is! J 


